News from Bee U
With the beginning of the new school year the cluster of bee keepers at the Mattacheese Middle School appears to have “summered over” well.   On the first day of school they swarmed about me and immediately began to pummel me with questions.  “When would Bee U resume?”  “What had the hive done over the summer?”  “When would we get to eat honey?”   
True confession: I had not visited the hive all summer and as a result was not sure what the status of the hive we had installed in the spring was.  However, we managed to go on an inspection tour and could immediately see a very healthy flight of bees in and out of the hive.  I then suggested that they might try to heft the honey super to get a sense of how much collecting had been done.  After showing them how to pry the supers apart, the first bee keeper went to lift the honey super but it did not move.  A second, more robust member, gave it a shot with similar results.  I then gave it a try and immediately knew that we had either hit the honey jack pot or I was in worse physical shape than I had imagined!

As you may know, kids can be impatient.  They were all set to harvest then.  I asked them to think about what they might need to harvest and bottle the honey and told them I would be back next week with our list of items-jars, uncapping knife, extractor, uncapping basin, plenty of towels, etc.

Well, the honey harvest went great.  We had an uncapper, a spinner, a bottler, a labeler, and a photographer, and at the end we had 25 pounds of honey.  A good amount of work for a first year hive and novice bee keepers.  We agreed that each of them would take home one jar and we would create a marketing plan for the rest.  As the harvesting hour ended and they were taking their honey, several of the students were whispering among themselves, a suspicious behavior among middle schoolers.  They then turned around and handed me a bottle, telling me that I too should take home a jar, a kind of thoughtfulness that surprised me in a real nice way.
But it didn’t end there.  I had created ahead of time some bland labels for the jars with the title “Mattacheese Honey.”  After I proudly showed my label to the group, they immediately told me that it just wouldn’t do (now they’re behaving like middle schoolers again). But they went to work and created their own logo (A red and black bee?) and inscribed the label in large print “Bee Proud.”  I didn’t know what to say but I knew what I felt.
We know honey is good for your physical health, but what does this experience say about the honey’s effect on mental health?  All I can say for sure is that this is a remarkable group of kids-some of whom have not been as successful in school as we might hope.  But for this one day they were showing a kind of empathy and pride that we might all wish for in our children.  And this was a remarkable day when the 25 pounds of honey was the least important product.

I guess Bee U, like the bees themselves, is developing a life of its own.  Our next challenges-a marketing plan for the honey and the procurement of larger bee suits for the growing students.  To be continued…
